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This Technical Bulletin addresses generally accepted practices, methods and general details for the use of Architectural Cast Stone. This 
document is designed only as a guide and is not intended for any specific application or project. It is the responsibility of design and 
construction professionals to determine the applicability and appropriate application of any detail to a specific project based on professional 
judgment, specific project conditions, manufacturer’s recommendations and solid understanding of product characteristics. The Cast Stone 
Institute makes no express or implied warranty or guarantee of the techniques or construction methods identified herein. Technical 
references shall be made to the edition of the International Building Codes for the location of the structure, the latest edition of the TMS 
402/406 Masonry Standards document and TMS 404, 504, 604 Standards for Design, Fabrication and Installation of Architectural Cast Stone.  

The Cast Stone Institute (CSI) is a not-for-profit organization created to advance the design, manufacture and use of Architectural Cast Stone. 
To further this goal, the CSI continually disseminates information to targeted construction industry audiences through presentations, 
programs and technical publications. 

PLATE #17VALUE ENGINEERING FOR ECONOMY - PARAPET COPING

CONTROL JOINT DETAILS 

When installed properly, Cast Stone coping is the best type of moisture protection for a masonry wall. Coping provides 

aesthetic treatment, bonds with the masonry and its relatively maintenance-free. 

Coping should be thoroughly drenched with clear, potable water and then set in a full bed of mortar with the bed joint 

raked back 1/2” for gun-in of sealant. Head joints are left open to receive properly placed backer rod, primer and 

sealant. The backer rod should be placed parallel to the wash of the coping. 

Bridge coping over control joints to maximize their effectiveness and use an elastic joint as shown. All coping should 

have a minimum 1/2” wash to control water runoff. 

For maximum economy, either maintain consistent spacing between control joints to permit modularity in lengths of 

masonry bound stones or allow a special length stone at each control joint. 

Where 1”+ projections occur, drips should be provided to break the return of water to the wall. See page 50 for different 

types of drips. 


